[The use of a GnRH vaccine in mares and stallions to influence undesirable behavior: a retrospective study of 31 cases].
The aim of this study was to investigate the effect of a GnRH vaccine (Equity) on behavior and gonadal function in horses with unwanted behavior. The reason for the treatment was asked using a questionnaire and the findings of physical examination, rectal palpation as well as rectal ultrasonography, were recorded. The results of these examinations and the behavior of 21 mares and 10 stallions before the first and after the second administration of the GnRH vaccine were compared. In 84 % of all cases a decrease of the unwanted behavior could be observed. In the mares the ovaries were significantly (p <or= 0.05) smaller after vaccination than before. The largest and the second largest follicle on the ovaries were also significantly smaller after vaccination. In the stallion there was no significant difference in the size of testicles before and after vaccination. The study showed that the vaccine is well tolerated in horses and only little local adverse reactions appeared in 6.5 % of all cases.